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Avanto Festival 2005 programme announced
Scandinavia’s largest annual media art event, Avanto, announces its festival programme for 2005. As before, the festival offers a broad range of experimental music, moving image and exhibitions around Helsinki. New this year is a special children’s programme, Kids’ Avanto, which consists of concerts, the Jabberwocky exhibition, film screenings and workshops. Avanto lasts three days and runs from November 18-20.

Live performances
This year’s main musical guests are Einstürzende Neubauten leader Blixa Bargeld, American outsider music legend Jandek, German pioneer of new electronic minimalism Alva Noto and Norwegian masters of jazzy experimental pop Bol. The Finnish headliners are avant-garde popsters Vaaralliset Lelut, who after 23 years of silence have reformed just for the occasion.

Films and videos

The main guest in the festival’s film programme is Austrian master of found footage film Gustav Deutsch, who will be presenting his latest work, World Mirror Cinema (2005). Other highlights are Crystals and Curves, a carefully chosen selection by Dutchman Joost Rekveld presenting abstract film classics side by side with scientific films, and the Avantoscope series of short films curated by Briton Ian Helliwell.
Kids’ Avanto

The main attraction in Kids’ Avanto is Jabberwocky, a large audiovisual installation based on the books of Lewis Carroll, by Austrian theatre troupe Toxic Dreams. Other events include a children’s instrument-making workshop led by Dutch-German sound artists Staalplaat Soundsystem, where household appliances are turned into something playable, and concerts by Swiss noise musician Sudden Infant and fifth graders’ music workshop group Vinku ja Suhina.
Exhibitions

Avanto’s exhibitions include the video installation Dallas by British film maker Sheena Macrae, a hilarious take on the TV series where all 17 episodes broadcast in 1980 are superimposed on top of each other, as well as an installation by the Finn Hannu Karjalainen inspired by medieval mysticism and old science films.
Venues, schedules and tickets

Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, Orion Cinema, Gloria Club, UMO Jazz House, MUU Gallery, Gallery Huuto and Ateneum Art Museum.

The festival schedule will be announced in October at www.avantofestival.com.
A festival pass giving admission to all festival events costs 62 Euro. Festival pass holders are also entitled to free admission to all exhibitions at Kiasma and will be given a festival CD. Ticket prices to individual events can be found on the festival website under Tickets&venues.
